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MINUTES 

WOODSTOCK CITY COUNCIL 

City Council Chambers 

May 19, 2020 

 

A regular meeting of the Woodstock City Council was called to order at 7:00 PM on Tuesday, May 

19, 2020, by Mayor Sager in the Council Chambers at Woodstock City Hall.  Mayor Sager noted this 

meeting of the Woodstock City Council is being held under the Mayor’s Emergency Declaration with 

Council members attending remotely and those attending at City Hall observing social distancing.  

Noting there are no members of the public attending the meeting in person, Mayor Sager stated it is 

being livestreamed as is the City’s policy.  He explained the procedures to be used by the City Council, 

City Staff, and the Public to join today’s meeting, including how comments may be made and questions 

asked and invited all to participate.  Mayor Sager explained the Consent Calendar. 

 

A roll call was taken. 

 

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS:  Mayor Brian Sager. 

 

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT ATTENDING REMOTELY:  Darrin Flynn, Lisa Lohmeyer, 

Wendy Piersall, Jim Prindiville, Gordon Tebo, and Michael Turner. 

 

COUNCIL ABSENT: None 

 

STAFF PRESENT IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS: City Manager Roscoe Stelford, Economic 

Development Director Garrett Anderson, and Grant Writer/Communications Manager Terry 

Willcockson. 

 

STAFF ATTENDING REMOTELY:  Assistant City Manager/Finance Director Paul Christensen, 

City Attorney Ruth Schlossberg, IT Director Dan McElmeel, and Public Works Director Jeff Van 

Landuyt. 

 

OTHERS PRESENT IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS:  City Clerk Cindy Smiley 

 

OTHERS ATTENDING REMOTELY:  McHenry Mayor Wayne Jett 

 

Mayor Sager noted the presence of a quorum under the revised rules of the Governor during this 

COVID emergency.  City Clerk Smiley confirmed the agenda before the Council is a true and correct 

copy of the published agenda. 

 

Mayor Sager welcomed Mayor Wayne Jett, Mayor of McHenry, and others attending remotely. 

 

III. FLOOR DISCUSSION 

 

A. Public Comments 

There were no comments forthcoming from the Public. 

 

C. Council Comments 

There were no comments forthcoming from the City Council. 
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IV. CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Motion by M. Turner, second by G. Tebo, to approve the Consent Agenda. 

 

In response to a question from Mayor Sager, the following items were removed from the Consent 

Agenda by the City Council or the Public. 

 

Item D-8 – Ordinance – Restore Woodstock Program at the request of Mayor Sager 

 

In response to a question from Mayor Sager, there were no questions or comments raised by members 

of the City Council or the Public on items on the Consent Agenda. 

 

Mayor Sager affirmed the Consent Agenda to include items A through D-7 as follows: 

 

A. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

 April 20, 2020 City Council Meeting 

 May 5, 2020 City Council Meeting 

 

B. WARRANTS  #3905  #3906  

 

C. MINUTES AND REPORTS 

 Human Resources Department Monthly Report   April 2020 

 

D. MANAGER’S REPORT NO. 157: 

  

 1. Affirmation of the Mayor’s Emergency Declaration – (COVID-19 Emergency) – 

Affirmation by the City Council of a Continuation of the Mayor’s Emergency Declaration 

through May 30, 2020. 

 

 2. Ordinance – Approval of a Class E-5V Liquor License and Video Gaming License for 

Best Western Hotel, 990 Lake Avenue for New Ownership – Approval of Ordinance 20-

O-32, identified as Document 1, An Ordinance Amending Title 3, Chapter 3, Liquor 

Control of the Woodstock City Code for a Class E-5V liquor license for the Best Western 

Hotel, 990 Lake Avenue, Woodstock, IL contingent upon fulfillment of all identified 

requirements. 

 

 3. Ordinance – Surplus Equipment/Replacement of Parks Division Pick Up – Approval 

of the following: 

  a)   Authorization to purchase a standard cab, ¾ ton Ford F-250 4x4 pickup truck under the 

Suburban Purchasing Contract from Currie Motors, Frankfort, IL at the bid price of 

$29,411; and 

  b)  Approval of Ordinance 20-O-33, identified as Document 2, An Ordinance Authorizing 

the Disposal of a 2008 Chevrolet 2500 Pickup Owned by the City of Woodstock, designating 

the 2008 Chevrolet Silverado 2500 as surplus property and authorizing and directing the 

City Manager to dispose of said property as allowed by law. 
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 4. Award of Contract – Crack Sealing Contract – Approval of a contract for FY20/21 crack 

filling services to SKC Construction for an amount not to exceed $80,000 with all work 

completed based on the year 2 unit bid price of $0.40/lineal foot. 

 

 5. Ordinance – Reaffirmation of Emergency Suspension of the Retail Single Use Bag 

Program - Approval of Ordinance 20-O-34, identified as Document 3, An Ordinance 

Approving Continuation of the Emergency Suspension of the Retail Single-Use Bag 

Program (COVID-19 Emergency) to August 31, 2020. 

 

 6. FY20/20 Hotel/Motel Tax Distribution – Approval of the FY20/21 Hotel/Motel Tax 

Tourism Grant Recommendations authorizing disbursement of funds to local non-profit 

organizations as outlined to provide financial sustainability, as well as promote future 

tourism and overnight stays in Woodstock, thereby helping create a positive image for 

visitors to our community, family-friendly entertainment for our residents, and economic 

support for our valued businesses. 

 

 7.  Award of Contract – Train Station Improvements – Authorization to award a contract 

to G. Fisher Commercial Construction to include the sum of their base bid, Alternate No. 1 

and Alternate No. 2 for a total contract price of $161,200. 

 

A roll call vote was taken on items A through D-7. 

 

Ayes:  D. Flynn, L. Lohmeyer, W. Piersall, J. Prindiville, G. Tebo, M. Turner, and Mayor B. Sager.  

Nays:  none.  Abstentions:  none.  Absentees:  none.  Motion carried. 

 

Item D-8 – Ordinances – Restore Woodstock Program 

Mayor Sager stated this item is to consider and approve various ordinances and requirements for 

Restore Woodstock, describing each action to be considered as follows:   

• Closures of streets, sidewalks, and parking areas for use as temporary vendor opportunities; 

• Authorization for the City Manager to enter into leases to establish park sites and to modify 

the existing lease with KATLO, INC. on behalf of the City Council and the City of Woodstock; 

• Extension of the Mayor’s authority concerning alcohol for various identified situations and 

events making sure the City is in concert with the Governor’s orders and the Restore Illinois 

Program; 

• Modification of the terms of City’s video gaming fees; 

• Modification of the terms of the City’s Revolving Loan Program. 

 

Mayor Sager opened the floor for Council comments and questions. 

 

Councilwoman Piersall expressed concern for the actions being considered, noting she has spent the 

day calling every agency at the state and county level researching these decisions.  She stated everyone 
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agreed with her that the Governor’s order surrounding allowing picnic tables for outdoor public dining 

falls into a gray area.  She expressed concerns with enforcement, sanitation, and liability. 

 

Concerning sanitation, Councilwoman Piersall expressed serious concerns about the ability to sanitize 

the City’s picnic tables and requested some sort of plexiglass be attached to them in order to better 

sanitize them. 

 

Mayor Sager stated Public Works has been at work preparing the picnic tables.  In response to a 

question from the Mayor, Mr. Stelford stated Staff will do whatever is requested by Council including 

looking into plexiglass, opining this would delay installation of the tables in the approved areas.  

Councilwoman Piersall again opined the tables cannot be sanitized appropriately for use on the Square 

in their present condition. 

 

In response to a question from Councilwoman Piersall concerning garbage pickup, Mayor Sager stated 

additional containers will be placed in these areas, and Public Works’ employees will be circulating 

for pickup between 3:00 PM and 10:00 PM. 

 

Councilwoman Piersall asked who will be liable if an outbreak originates from this area.  Mayor Sager 

replied it would be difficult to determine that this occurred from the tables.  In response to a request 

for clarification, City Attorney Schlossberg stated if this should arise, a long litigation process would 

be required to determine liability, explaining tort immunity. 

 

Mayor Sager opened the floor to the Council for comments concerning sanitation and liability. 

 

Councilman Turner stated he is comfortable that Staff can come up with a plan for sanitation in this 

time of crisis.  Concerning liability, he stated he has had conversations with Ms. Schlossberg and is 

comfortable with this as long as the City stays within the guidelines.   

 

Councilman Tebo stated he, too, is concerned with sanitation, suggesting the tables be covered with 

vinyl and disinfectant spray be provided.  He also suggested that people not be allowed to congregate. 

 

Councilman Prindiville agreed with Councilman Turner that Staff can work out the details on these 

issues, suggesting perhaps the restaurants could assist with sanitation and clean up.  Noting plexiglass 

is expensive and vinyl may not hold up, Councilman Prindiville suggested the use of galvanized sheet 

metal to rehab the tables.  In response to a question from Mayor Sager, Ms. Schlossberg stated the 

restaurants cannot facilitate this process, so cannot be responsible for the tables during Phase 2. 

 

Councilwoman Lohmeyer expressed appreciation for Public Works’ efforts, but opined compromise 

is needed at this time so the public must be asked to be responsible as well.  She opined the City should 

provide clean tables as a first step and let the public take the steps necessary to make them most 

comfortable.  She stated she would support the use of vinyl, if this would make the process easier, 

asking for more investigation of this possibility. 
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Opining Councilwoman Piersall made a good point about the wood, Councilman Flynn asked if it 

would be possible to consider reworking the table surfaces with composite.  He noted people are now 

congregating on the benches, which are not being cleaned, opining people must be on their honor. 

 

Noting Councilwoman Piersall’s concerns with the porosity of the tables is a good one, Mayor Sager 

stated the intent was to assume that people would be on the honor system, asking them to be a partner 

in this.  He stated he does not have the same concerns regarding liability, believing the City is on the 

right side of this issue and opining proving liability in this case would be extremely challenging.   

 

Mayor Sager noted many areas are looking at available opportunities to assist businesses because they 

are on the precipice of closing permanently and may not be able to survive without some form of 

support, requiring the City to assist them during this crisis while protecting the health and welfare of 

the public.  He stated Staff will continue to investigate some type of covering. 

 

In response to Councilman Flynn’s suggestions concerning the use of composite, Mr. Van Landuyt 

stated this would be expensive.  Councilman Turner suggested trying composite with two or three 

tables, opining it may be worth it in the long run because of its durability.  Councilwoman Piersall 

opined vinyl is not expensive and would make it easy to sanitize the tables.   

 

Mayor Sager stated he hears concern with the wooden tabletops.  Without objection, there was 

consensus among the Council members that Staff will investigate some type of product to cover the 

tables or make them easier to sanitize. 

 

Councilwoman Piersall again expressed concern with liability noting contact tracing is about to be put 

in place.  In response to her question concerning whether a plan is in place for this, Mayor Sager stated 

the City has the opportunity to remove everything and close this down if a difficult situation should 

arise.   

 

In response to Mayor Sager’s question, there were no further Council questions or comments on these 

issues at this time. 

 

Councilwoman Piersall expressed concern about enforcement, noting the headlines in the Northwest 

Herald, stating that McHenry is not enforcing PPE, opining this will start a precedent in Woodstock.  

Mayor Sager stated the City should encourage people to take every precaution they can and must 

distance the tables.  He stated people can be asked to wear masks and social distance.  He stated he is 

confident the Police Department can assist with this, noting there will be no fines, but rather working 

with the community.  He stated limits on tables are being explored so that people are not allowed to 

gather and consume. 

 

Noting the presence of McHenry Mayor Wayne Jett, Mayor Sager asked him to speak to this issue.  

Mayor Jett stated people were pushing the limit, but noted by working with people and the businesses, 
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they have experienced a positive result in McHenry.  He noted the areas are not large, stating the goal 

is to have families at the tables.  Mayor Jett stated the tables are intended for people to eat and drink 

so it is not possible to enforce mask wearing in that area, noting it is enforced in other areas.  In response 

to questions from Councilman Tebo, Mayor Jett stated smoking is not allowed in these areas, which is 

noted on the signage.  He stated social distancing is encouraged and the restaurants are encouraged to 

help monitor the areas and call Police if there are any issues. 

 

In response to a question from Councilman Flynn, Mayor Jett stated every restaurant was affected in a 

positive way by this effort and was very pleased with the increased business they did over the weekend. 

 

In response to a question from Councilman Turner, Mayor Sager stated there is no intent in Woodstock 

to ask people if they are related and quarantining together.  He stated the intent is to have the Police 

step in only when people are disengaged from proper behavior. 

 

Councilwoman Piersall opined this is a gray area, stating she would be supportive of this action if 

Woodstock was in Phase 3.  She stated this is not the case; however, noting Woodstock is in Phase 2 

where no non-essential gatherings are permitted.  Mayor Sager expressed appreciation for 

Councilwoman Piersall’s comments.  He stated the City will encourage people not to congregate, but 

opined it will be difficult for the municipality to go down the streets and make sure this does not 

happen.  He stated the intent is to have tables where family units can get together to dine.   

 

In response to Councilwoman Piersall’s concern regarding the unintended consequences of the 

proposed action, Mayor Sager opined this is a measured risk that must be considered, as is the fact that 

if something is not done to give the businesses a bridge, they will not be in business in two weeks.   

Noting two businesses have already closed, Mayor Sager stated there must be a balance between 

protecting the health and welfare of the community and helping the businesses.  He stated the welfare 

of the people should not be put up against the businesses.  Mayor Sager stated the businesses are trying 

to stay afloat, noting it is their employees who are waiting in food lines for their families. 

 

Councilwoman Piersall stated she is not for businesses going out of business.  She noted she has stood 

in food lines and lost everything and has bounced back. 

 

Councilman Tebo noted Woodstock is in Phase 2, but meets the criteria for Phase 3 and almost Phase 

4.  He noted if McHenry County were considered by itself, there would be no issue.  Stating while he 

shares Councilwoman Piersall’s concerns, he would like to see the City proceed with this action based 

on the current data for the County. 

 

Councilwoman Piersall expressed concern about crowds on Memorial Day.  She stated if the action 

being considered moves forward, she would like a Police Officer to be present on the Square on 

Memorial Day.  In response to a question from Mayor Sager, without objection it was the consensus 

of the City Council to have a Police Office present on the Square on Memorial Day. 
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In response to a question from Councilman Flynn concerning a timeline for placement of the tables, 

Mr. Stelford stated it was hoped to begin at 7:00 AM tomorrow, but noted it will probably not be until 

Thursday or Friday to give Public Works time to make the modifications discussed. 

 

In response to a question from Councilman Prindiville concerning the Farmer’s Market returning to 

the Square, Mayor Sager stated a meeting is scheduled this week with representatives of the Farmer’s 

Market to discuss this.  He stated while the Market appreciates being on the Square and the additional 

customers it brings, they are concerned about space in light of social distancing requirements, noting 

a return to the Square probably would not be until mid to late-June, but the Market may choose to stay 

at the Fairgrounds for this year. 

 

In response to a request from Councilwoman Piersall, Mayor Sager stated the question will be divided 

with each item voted on separately. 

 

Mayor Jett offered to loan the City of Woodstock two dozen aluminum picnic tables until the City can 

complete the necessary improvements to its own picnic tables, for which Mayor Sager thanked him. 

 

Councilman Turner opined much of what has happened over the last two months has been reactionary, 

noting now the City is looking at perspective and balance.  He opined this is not business vs. health, or 

business vs. life or death, stating it is about the health of the community.  He stated businesses are 

related to people and employ people.  Councilman Turner stated many businesses are nearly bankrupt 

with employees out of work, opining if many businesses are lost it will take years for the community 

to recover.  He stated the letter to the Governor notes McHenry County has met the criteria for Stage 

3 and is moving toward Stage 4, which is why he believes it is necessary to consider what is happening 

to our businesses, which are near failure.  Noting he has been told that 50% of the Square businesses 

will be vacant if something is not done, Councilman Turner stated he supports all five elements being 

considered.  He stated he supports the Administration taking quick action, urging them to be creative 

and responsive, to help as many businesses as possible, and to maximize space while allowing for 

social distancing.  Councilman Turner expressed his appreciation for Mayor Sager’s leadership and the 

work Staff has done to put this program together and for the input of the Council. 

 

Mayor Sager stated this was a collaboration with the Mayors, the County, and also Mercyhealth 

System, Advocate, Northwestern, and Good Shepherd who all provided data that went into the metrics.  

He noted it was also supported by the County’s Health Department, stating all of these professionals 

stated they can demonstrate the local metrics to be in Phase 3 and moving to Phase 4.  He emphasized 

the letter to the Governor was well grounded in science by professionals and was not just political. 

 

Stating the City should do whatever it can, Councilman Flynn also opined the City must be careful 

when looking at the placement of tables and closures so one business is not sacrificed to help another.  

He noted the City must also be aware of 2nd floor businesses as well as 1st floor.  He urged that entrances 

and curbside pickup is not blocked by tables, to be careful when restricting traffic and to not close the 

streets. 
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Mayor Sager noted there is a lot of flexibility to respond to a concern and adjust the set up.  He stated 

Staff has reached out to many businesses to determine their needs, noting the City wishes to be 

cognizant of upper level businesses and residences as well.  He stated it is not the intent to close any 

streets with the possible exception of Benton Street.  He again emphasized the layout can be adjusted 

and moved around if something does not work.  He invited Garrett Anderson to make a presentation 

on the proposed plan. 

 

Mr. Anderson made a presentation on potential public outdoor dining in Woodstock.  He stated indoor 

dining is not allowed nor is outdoor dining on the premises of the businesses during Phase 2, noting 

Staff has come up with some ideas of how to use the public spaces for outdoor dining.  Mr. Anderson 

stated he will reach out to all restaurants, not just those in the Downtown, working through the 

Economic Development Department and the Chamber, to explore outdoor dining opportunities.  He 

stated the restaurant cannot own the land or use their own tables, noting the landowner must be separate 

from the liquor license holder, and with the proposed Ordinances, the City of Woodstock could 

establish temporary leases to establish small public park sites, when possible and if needed.   

 

Mr. Anderson showed a map of the Square depicting where appropriately spaced tables could be placed 

in public spaces near the various restaurants and also where curbside pickup space could be preserved 

for retail pickup.  Mr. Anderson stated it is the recommendation of the Economic Development 

Department to place tables in the parking lots, in the center of the Square and on Benton Street.  He 

identified other locations in proximity to the Square where other tables could be placed for other 

restaurants farther from the Square including areas on Clay Street, Throop Street, and E. Calhoun 

Street.  He noted as the City moves through the Phases, this would be reevaluated to assess the demand 

for parking vs. the demand for tables.  

 

Opining this is a well-thought out plan, Councilman Turner expressed his support of an expansive use 

of public space to offer as many opportunities for people to come to Woodstock in a safe way to enjoy 

themselves and have a positive impact on business.  He stated the City must be sensitive to maintain 

parking for pick-up and also be sensitive to Ethereal, noting he would like to maximize some space for 

them emphasizing he does not wish to close Cass Street.  He expressed support for the closure of 

Benton Street.  Councilman Turner stated he feels this will be necessary for the summer, opining 

restaurants will not return to capacity soon.  He urged Staff to be creative, flexible, to work with the 

businesses to do things that make sense, and to be aggressive in adding capacity. 

 

In response to a question from Councilman Flynn, Mayor Sager stated it is the plan to offer tables and 

assistance to the restaurants off the Square also.  He stated the number of tables, location, and 

configuration still must be worked out in consideration of social distancing.  He noted Staff is reaching 

out to other entities about borrowing tables if they are needed. 

 

Councilman Flynn stated he is not in favor of closing Benton Street as it is a major garbage and delivery 

thoroughfare. 
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Councilwoman Piersall wished to clarify that the Plan is being dictated by public health and not politics 

with similar plans being initiated all over the world.  Noting the state is in Phase 2 and on track for 

Phase 3, she stated she would support this initiative if the City was in Phase 3. 

 

Mayor Sager stated there are part-time City employees who currently do not have work who probably 

would be happy to be table stewards. 

 

Mayor Sager opened the floor to Public Comment. 

 

Doreen Paluch, 517 Dane Street, stated she also is the owner of a business at 130 Cass Street.  She 

expressed her appreciation for the City actively addressing the significant concerns of Woodstock’s 

businesses.  Noting businesses in addition to restaurants and bars are important as are 2nd floor 

businesses, she thanked Mayor Sager for recognizing that they need to be supported also.  She asked 

that they continue to be given consideration as to street closure and parking.  She thanked Staff for 

recognizing it is not appropriate to close Cass Street, noting it is important not only to customers, but 

also for delivery and unloading.  Ms. Paluch expressed concern noting all parking on Cass is reserved 

with curbside pickup cones leaving no spaces for her clients to park and no access to her business.  She 

asked that the curbside delivery cones be removed and the spaces be open for anyone to park. 

 

Concerning the picnic tables and sanitation, Ms. Paluch stated she is pleased to hear Cass Street will 

not be blocked off, but is concerned participants cannot be relied on to clean up the tables.  She stated 

she also wishes to make sure there are no issues with garbage.  She expressed concern with 

enforcement, noting recently people were protesting by walking around the Square without PPE or 

social distancing, which was not addressed by the Police.   

 

Mayor Sager stated using cones for curbside pickup was initially thought to be a short-term need while 

many businesses are closed.  He stated the City will work with business owners on this issue. 

 

Concerning the protest, Mayor Sager stated this is a difficult issue as the purpose of the action was to 

protest what the individuals thought were their loss of rights and was against social distancing and 

wearing masks, making this difficult to enforce.   

 

Mayor Sager expressed appreciation for Ms. Paluch’s thoughts, including those on sanitation and 

people’s responsibility, stating the City will review how this might be done. 

 

Karen Dvorak, Interiors Anew, talked about how her business is trying to maintain business.  She stated 

they only put their cones out when someone is expected for curbside pickup.  She expressed 

appreciation for the decision not to close Cass Street.  Ms. Dvorak stated her business does not get any 

assistance because the owners are independent contractors, opining they could control the number of 

people in their store better than the big box stores. 
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Ms. Dvorak opined encouraging outdoor dining will cause trouble, stating cleanup cannot be done 

properly.  She opined restaurants and bars are receiving more support, noting her business is down 

75%.  She asked the City to be more aware of the small businesses that are struggling, which are just 

as important. 

 

Mayor Sager stated small businesses are the backbone of the economy on a local, state, and national 

level.  He stated the City is also allowing sidewalk displays for retail establishments, allowing them to 

set up tables on the sidewalk to draw interest.  In response to Ms. Dvorak’s question as to why this is 

better than allowing five people in her business, Mayor Sager stated that is now allowed by the state 

and the City has no control over this at the present time.  He stated the City does not have the authority 

to override the Governor’s plan and allow people to go into the stores.  In response to further 

questioning, the Mayor stated the City only has certain opportunities under the Governor’s order, one 

of which is to place tables in the public way.  He opined the Governor is expected to move the State to 

Phase 3 on May 29th, which would allow her to have a limited number of people in her store.  He stated 

one officer is enough for the Square all the time, except for certain events.  He urged Ms. Dvorak to 

provide the City with any suggestions she may have for helping small businesses. 

 

Matt Drennan, owner of MD Trains, talked about the disruptions on Cass Street over the last two years, 

including building, street, and sidewalk construction.  Noting the majority of his customers are over 

50 year of age, he stated this had been a hardship for him, as is closing the parking spaces on Cass 

Street.  He asked the City to consider the plan presented this evening, which does not close Cass Street, 

stating it does not need any further disruption. 

 

Mr. Drennan stated sanitizing the tables will be a big challenge, opining the City cannot rely on the 

public.  He encouraged the use of City employees as suggested by the Mayor. 

 

Mayor Sager stated Council and Staff have heard the comments concerning sanitation and cleaning 

and will work on this. 

 

City Manager Stelford stated a question has been received via Zoom concerning opening the 

Recreation Center.  Mayor Sager stated it will be opened as soon as the City is able under the 

Governor’s order. 

 

Randy Tipps stated he is proud the City Council is looking at ways to help local businesses in a safe 

and productive way.  Stating he is supportive of the tables at the locations indicated, he suggested 

having set hours.  Mr. Tipps opined as things open up further, there will be a need to manage the 

crowds going into the restaurants.  He also suggested that Real Woodstock look at promoting 

Woodstock as a safe place and at how all businesses can be marketed.  

 

Mr. Tipps talked about some other cities and states are doing, including the use of gift cards and 

capping delivery and service fees, which may help the restaurants. 
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Mr. Tipps stated he saw the protest, opining the Police Department did a good job and the best they 

could under the circumstances. 

 

Mayor Sager stated the City had no advance notice of the protest.  He stated the current plan is to have 

the tables open from 11:00 AM to 9:00 PM, noting this could be changed if necessary.  Concerning 

crowd management once things open up, he stated there will be a limit on the number of people allowed 

inside, but people will still be able to dine outside.  He stated the suggestions mentioned by Mr. Tipps 

concerning the use of Real Woodstock are exactly the conversations that have been held recently as a 

way to attract people to Woodstock. 

 

Councilman Flynn noted people are seeking a safe space so the Real Woodstock theme has transferred 

to businesses, providing more information on their focus.  Councilman Turner stated Real Woodstock 

will also be focusing on new residents and what Woodstock has to offer, which could be a great 

opportunity to generate growth. 

 

Mr. Stelford noted another Zoom question was received asking about restrooms.  Mayor Sager noted 

this has been discussed and portable restrooms are not included in the current plan as they could 

promote long-term stays.   

 

There being no further public comment, Mayor Sager opened the floor to Council comments. 

 

Councilman Tebo requested that Staff look into the cost of having someone on the Square during the 

times the tables are open to provide sanitation in case it is found they are not being kept clean.  Mayor 

Sager agreed the City needs to be aggressive on this issue. 

 

Without objection, it was the consensus of the Council that Staff look into opportunities for appropriate 

table coverings and providing opportunities for cleaning such as chemical sprays and the use of part-

time individuals to provide this service. 

 

Mayor Sager noted the previous request to divide the question.   

 

Motion by M. Turner, second by D. Flynn, to approve Ordinance 20-O-35, identified as Document 4,  

An Ordinance Amending Title 3, Chapter 6, Section 3 Regulating Temporary Vendors; Title 5, Chapter 

3, Section 17 Regulating Temporary Road and Sidewalk Closures and No Parking Zones; and Title 6, 

Chapter 1A, Section 6 Regulation Obstruction of Streets, with effort made by the retail and restaurant 

businesses to minimize contact with customers and the associated handling of any merchandise as well 

as social distancing to be adhered to by local businesses.   

 

A roll call vote was taken.  Ayes:  D. Flynn, L. Lohmeyer, J. Prindiville, G. Tebo, M Turner, and 

Mayor Sager.  Nays:  W. Piersall.  Abstentions:  none.  Absentees:  none.  Motion carried. 
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Motion by G. Tebo, second by L. Lohmeyer, to approve Ordinance 20-O-36, identified as Document 

5, An Ordinance Amending Title 1, Chapter 6, Chapter 8, and Chapter 9 of the Woodstock Municipal 

Code Regarding City Real Estate Leases and City-Owned Real Estate and Authorizing an Amendment 

to an Existing Lease with KATLO INC. d/b/a Public House. 

 

A roll call vote was taken.  Ayes:  D. Flynn, L. Lohmeyer, W. Piersall, J. Prindiville, G. Tebo, 

M. Turner, and Mayor Sager.  Nays:  none.  Abstentions:  none.  Absentees:  none.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion by M. Turner, second by D. Flynn, to approve Ordinance 20-O-37, identified as Document 6, 

An Ordinance Amending Title 1, Chapter 5, Section 1(H)(2) Describing the Mayor’s Duties as Liquor 

Commissioner allowing the Mayor to designate temporary locations within these temporary spaces 

where alcohol may be obtained through delivery or take-out from a nearby establishment and 

consumed in these spaces with any alcohol within the public dining areas to be in the original packaging 

and only consumed on-site with no patrons allowed to bring their own alcohol into the public spaces. 

 

A roll call vote was taken. Ayes:  D. Flynn, L. Lohmeyer, W. Piersall, J. Prindiville, G. Tebo, 

M. Turner, and Mayor Sager.  Nays:  none.  Abstentions:  none. Absentees:  none.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion by L. Lohmeyer, second by D. Flynn, to approve Ordinance 20-O-38, identified as Document 

7, An Ordinance Amending Section 3.3.5, Video Gaming Terminals, of the Woodstock City Code 

Providing for a Temporary Change in Video Gaming Fees in Response to the COVID-19 Crisis. 

 

A roll call vote was taken.  Ayes:  D. Flynn, L. Lohmeyer, W. Piersall, J. Prindiville, G. Tebo, M. 

Turner, and Mayor Sager.  Nays:  none.  Abstentions:  none.  Absentees:  none.  Motion carried. 

 

Councilman Flynn recused himself and exited the Zoom meeting at 9:37 PM. 

 

Motion by M. Turner, second by G. Tebo, to approve Ordinance 20-O-39, identified as Document 8, 

An Ordinance Approving an Additional Delay to Revolving Loan Fund Payments (COVID-19 

Emergency) 

 

A roll call vote was taken.  Ayes:  L. Lohmeyer, W. Piersall, J. Prindiville, G. Tebo, M. Turner, and 

Mayor Sager.  Nays:  none.  Abstentions:  none.  Absentees:  D. Flynn.  Motion carried. 

 

Councilman Flynn returned and rejoined the proceedings at 9:39 PM. 

 

V. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

There were no suggestions by the Council or the Public to add, delete, or amend items on the tentative 

future agenda. 
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VI. ADJOURN 

Motion by J. Prindiville, second by W. Piersall, to adjourn this regular meeting of the Woodstock City 

Council to the next regular meeting held at 7:00 PM on Tuesday, June 2, 2020 in the Council Chambers 

at City Hall. 

 

Ayes:  D. Flynn, L. Lohmeyer, W. Piersall, J. Prindiville, G. Tebo, M. Turner, and Mayor Sager.  

Nays:  none.  Abstentions:  none.  Absentees:  none.  Motion carried. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:41 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Cindy Smiley 

City Clerk 


